THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  MILTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 

IN  1902. 


The  meeting  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  for 
the  transaction  of  rural  sanitary  business,  fol¬ 
lowed,  when  Mr.  W.  Leonard  Grant  (sanitary  in¬ 
spector)  was  in  attendance. 

The  chief  item  of  interest  was  the  reading  of  the 
Medical  Officer’s  comprehensive  annual  report, 
which  was  as  follows  : — 

“  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  —  I  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  report  as  to  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1902  : — 

POPULATION. 

The  census  (1901)  showed  the  numbers  to  be 
12,123,  and  so  I  find  in  my  report,  1900,  I  had 
slightly  over-estimated  the  figures.  This  year  I 
should  estimate  it  at  12,150. 

DEATH  HATE  AND  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  deaths  were  171  and  the  births  363,  giving 
an  average  for  the  former  of  14.07,  and  the  latter 
29.9  per  1,000  persons  living. 

DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

There  were  55,  giving  an  average  per  1,000  regis¬ 
tered  births  of  151.4. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

This  is  very  good  especially  for  the  brickfield 
employees,  and  I  have  not  found  any  fault,  with 
one  exception,  that  of  a  tumble-down  cottage  (so- 
called)  near  Bredhurst,  and  which  was  ordered  to 
be  demolished.  Plenty  of  open  space  exists  and 
the  erection  of  new  houses  is  supervised. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

This  is  carried  out  as  well  as  possible,  and  as 
large  gardens  surround  the  houses  there  is  not  much 
difficulty  in  this  respect. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

By  open  or  trapped  closets  at  the  end  of  the 
garden,  which  are  cleansed  periodically. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  generally  dug  into  the  garden,  or  placed 
in  a  pigsty  and  afterwards  used. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  district  have  a  good 
supply  from  their  own  public  works,  and  the  south 
(where  it  is  sadly  needed)  will,  it  is  hoped,  soon 
be  supplied  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

These  numbered  91,  as  against  85  in  1901,  viz.  : 
Diphtheria  20,  scarlatina  10,  enteric  7,  small-pox 
32,  puerperal  fever  5,  membranous  croup  5,  and 
erysipelas  12. 

SMALL-POX. 

Thirty-two  cases  were  notified,  and  all  were  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital.  Twenty-five  of  these  belonged 
to  Rainham,  and  at  least  four  were  imported.  This 
outbreak  necessitated  expeditious  measures,  and 
accordingly  the  Inspector  and  myself  were  con¬ 
stantly  there.  The  medical  gent’emen  gave  us 
considerable  assistance,  and  notified  the  Hospital 
by  telegram  for  the  ambulanoe,  and  also  the  In¬ 
spector  and  myself,  thus  saving  an  appreciable 
amount  of  time.  In  one  instance  a.  little  girl  was 
running  about  the  streets  with  an  eruption  on 
her,  which  the  medical  attendant  declared  to  be 
small-pox ;  and  this  state  of  things  happened  also 
in  another  case.  The  schools  were  closed.  On 
July  12th  I  thought  all  danger  was  past,  but  on  the 
12-th  of  October  a  woman  came  to  Rainham  from 
Chatham  with  the  eruption  in  evidence,  and  her 
husband  also  contracted  the  disease.  The  sick 
were  at  once  removed  to  hospital,  the  people  in 
the  house  re-vaccinated,  the  bedding  and  clothing 
subjected  to  steam  pressure,  and  the  dwelling  dis¬ 
infected  and  purified.  Since  then  there  have  been 
no  more  cases.  If  the  Rainham  people  had  not  so 
obstinately  refused  re- vaccination,  I  feel  confident 
the  spread  of  the  disease  would  have  been  much 
less. 

MEASLES. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Newington,  Milsted,  Up¬ 
church,  Borden,  and  Hartlip.  All  the  schools 
were  closed;  in  fact,  one  closed  itself,  as  there 
were  no  pupils. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty  cases  were  notified,  scattered  through 
many  localities,  but  as  I  traced  those  that  occurred 
at  Murston  and  Tong  to  Murston  School,  I  advised 
the  closing  of  the  latter,  and  then  no  more  cases 
were  reported. 

SCARLATINA. 

Ten  scattered  cases  were  notified,  of  which  nine 
were  removed  to  hospital.  They  were  all  of  a 
very  mild  character.  The  dwellings  were  disin¬ 
fected  and  purified. 

ENTERIC. 

Only  seven  cases  were  notified,  and  each  in  dif¬ 
ferent  localities.  One  was  clearly  an  imported  case. 

The  necessary  precautions  for  disinfecting  the 
dwellings,  etc.,  were  taken  in  each  case.  I 
could  discover  no  local  cause  in  any  case. 

INSPECTION. 

Much  work  was  carried  out  in  this  direction  in 
consequence  of  the  serious  outbreak  of  small-pox : 
but  nearly  all  the  visits  were  confined  to  Rainham, 
and  necessitated  a  systematic  inspection  of  the 
locality  and  generally  of  the  northern  end  of  the 
district. 

INSANITARY  PROPERTY. 

Though  a  number  of  cases  came  to  the  notice  of 
the  Inspector  and  myself,  yet  the  Council  will 
remember  two  very  flagrant  instances  that  oc¬ 
curred  at  Rainham.  (1)  An  owner  of  property  in 
Station-road,  who  had  the  pleasure  of  giving  the 
Inspector  and  myself  too  many  visits,  was  obsti¬ 
nate  until  his  appearance  before  the  Magistrates, 
and  then  the  gentleman  relented.  (2)  Flint  Cot¬ 
tages  again  were  a  source  of  constant  trouble  and 
many  visits,  but  now,  like  the  above  property, 
are  in  good  condition. 

BAKERIES,  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,  COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES, 

ETC. 

These  were  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  and 
kept  in  a  cleanly  state.  I  have  never  known  a 
case  of  illness  arise  from  polluted  milk. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

You  will  observe  that  now  I  have  fresh  work  im¬ 
posed  on  me,  viz.,  reporting  on  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901 
The  whole  district  has  been  visited  where  required. 
Brickfields  at  Halstow  and  Upchurch  were  found 
to  be  well  looked  after,  and  with  good  sanitary 
accommodation  for  both  sexes,  but  I  must  con¬ 
gratulate  Messrs.  Eastwood,  who  have  built  closets 
on  the  moveable  pail  system  in  their  fields,  as  this 
is  most  suitable  for  outdoor  use.  If  dry  earth  is 
added,  the  whole  can  be  placed  on  the  land  to  the 
advantage  of  the  farmer,  besides  dispensing  with 
cesspools.  Still  other  proprietors  take  care  that 
the  closets  for  their  employees  are  kept  clean. 

Cement  Works. — These  were  satisfactorily  con¬ 
ducted,  and  call  for  no  adverse  remarks.  Coach- 
builders  and  Builders’  Workshops. — These  were 
inspected,  and  found  to  be  all  that  could  be  de¬ 
sired.  Mineral  Water  Works. — These  were  clean, 
wholesome,  and  with  good  drainage.  Dressmakers’ 
Workshops  were  adequate  as  regards  size,  ventila¬ 
tion,  and  cleanliness,  with  sufficient  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences.  In  one,  however,  no  abstract  of  the  Act 
was  posted  up,  so  it  was  my  duty  to  report  the 
fact  to  the  Inspector  of  Factories. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Nuisances  abated,  182,  viz.  :  —  Foul  and  over¬ 
flowing  closet  vaults,  etc.,  100;  foul  cesspools, 

25 ;  choked  and  defective  drains,  46 ;  defective 
paving,  6  ;  broken  closet  pans,  3  ;  damp  house,  1  ; 
and  pigs  kept  in  an  offensive  state,  1. 

Though  the  Council  are  fully  cognisant  of  many 
points  I  have  mentioned,  still  I  have  the  order 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  to  repeat  what 
I  have  said  before  for  their  own  knowledge  and 
reference. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man  and  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
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